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(54) IMAGE FORMING DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To miniaturize a cartridge by providing a mutual 
meshing mechanism which allows a protection cover to 
open/close and turn on the central axis side of opening/ 
closing and turning of the protection cover and on a device .^'V 2 - 
main body side. 

CONSTITUTION: A shaft 5a equipped on both end parts of 
the upper side of the cover 5 is made to engage with a 
notched groove 10a for a bearing equipped on left and right 
end surface plates of a cartridge housing 10, and the axis 
line of the shaft 5a is parallel with the longitudinal direction 
of an opening part 11. The cover 5 is opened/ closed and 
turned up and down with the shaft 5a as a center and is a 
long sideways member whose cross section is a nearly 
circular arc. And the recess inner surfaces 5b of both right 
and left side parts of the cover 5 are accepted by colliding 
with the front edge surface 10b of the right and left end 
surface plates of a housing 10, formed in a projecting 
surface corresponding to said recess inner surface, so as to 
stop more turning in a closing direction in a closing state. 

The protection cover is formed so that it can be freely opened and closed to an opening part with 
one shaft as a center. Therefore, a cover opening and closing mechanism can be simply constituted 
only of two parts such as the center shaft of opening/closing and turning of the cover and its 
bearing in substance. 
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